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	Project Title: Data Entry and Analysis of USDA Forest Service VTM Plot Data 
	Accomplishments: Data sheet entry and database compilation and conversion are underway and are expected to be complete by spring, 2004. 

	Description: The objective of this project is to complete the electronic entry and compilation of the 9000 handwritten forest plot data sheets originally collected in the 1930’s over an area of 40 million acres in California. Of the 9000 data sheets, 8000 have already been entered into electronic format. This project will combine the existing Access databases containing plot data into a single database, convert plot data that was entered into Excel into Access and combine it with the larger database, and enter the remaining 1000 data sheets into the database. The project will assist the state in developing a strategic approach to inventory and monitoring by providing a valuable historical perspective on vegetation community attributes, composition, and distribution. 

	Findings: The final products will be submitted to the Resource Assessment Program by June 30, 2004, including a Microsoft Access database of all Weislander VTM plots and a final report describing preliminary analyses conducted on the subject data. The Weislander VTM data will provide valuable historical information to be used in the development of further inventory, monitoring, and research efforts.
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